BULGARIAN LANGUAGE, SUPPLEMENT, 71 (2024), 314-327
Print ISSN: 0005-4283, Online ISSN: 2603-3372

doi: 10.47810/BL.71.24.PR.20

ACTIVE NOMINAL DERIVATIONAL PROCESSES IN THE RUSSIAN
SPOKEN TO CHILDREN

MARIA D. VOEIKOVA

INSTITUTE FOR LINGUISTIC STUDIES, RUSSIAN ACADEMY OF SCIENCES
SAINT PETERSBURG

maria.voeikova@gmail.com

Colloquial Russian has a rich set of productive derivation patterns used in informal
registers directed to children, other relatives, friends or pets. This paper considers the
most frequent patterns in child directed speech (CDS), such as diminutives (knizka <
book-Dim, pesenka € song-Dim) and hypocorostics (Sasa € Alexander, Natasa < Na-
talia).

The paper is based on the analysis of the speech of parents from two longitudinal
speech corpora of one girl and one boy from 2 to 3 years old. Their mothers demonstrated
some differences in their use of derivatives concerning their preferences (mostly diminu-
tives or hypocoristics — types mnu B tokens) and frequency. Most derivatives used by both
mothers served as models for the important derivational processes: suffix rivalry with the
same stem (hypocoristics) and adding one and the same suffixes to different stems (di-
minutive formation).

Since the differences between literary Bulgarian and Russian in this sphere have been
already described by several authors it would be interesting to compare the frequency of
diminutives and hypocoristics in CDS for both languages.
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